Zoar Evangelical Lutheran Church
“Responding in Service to God'’s Love"

First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2025
—

Welcome to Zoar Lutheran Church!

We're glad you're here to worship with us and pray that your spirit will be refreshed and
transformed by the abundant grace of our God.

Zoar seeks to follow Jesus's example of inclusion by welcoming and affirming all, including
all whom the world attempts to separate, divide, or isolate. We are committed to fostering
social justice and racial equality.

The Zoar community is committed to the ongoing work of welcoming all ages, races and
ethnicities, physical and mental abilities, marital, economic, and legal statuses, sexual
orientations, gender identities and gender expressions, as well as all theological
perspectives.

We celebrate Holy Communion in worship each week, and all who desire a deeper
relationship with the God revealed in Jesus Christ are welcome to partake. This is Christ's
table - not our table - and so, we follow Jesus in welcoming all people to the table.

The “Creative Corner” and children’s worship bulletins are available for our younger friends.
We also offer Children’s Time during worship.

If you have a special prayer request or would like to speak with our Pastor in private later
this week, forms are available from an usher.

Hearing devices are available at the AV booth at the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to
stand at the rail for Holy Communion if kneeling is uncomfortable, or let an usher know
and we can bring Communion to you.

We invite you to join us in worship, community, fellowship, and ministry - all aspects of
congregational life and leadership. Please join us after the worship service for fellowship.

May you find Zoar* to be your “little place of refuge.” You are welcome here.

(* The name “Zoar” is found in Genesis 19. Zoar is the small town where Lot and his family take refuge when
Sodom and Gomorrah are about to be destroyed. “Zoar” means “small” in Hebrew, and since Zoar was a place
of refuge, our congregation aspires to be a “little place of refuge.”)

Welcome / Announcements
Ringing of the Bell

Prelude




Please stand, as you are able.
Gathering Hymn

The King Shall Come
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau-ty brings.
N— J | | |
—F i — = [ ; H“
225 ] | | |
0 | I — ;
b "=E —] |
I
| .
Tt Frrcr e
when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
I L.
O l ®
Tt =1 -
s VD I IT | | | | |

CONSOLATION
cm

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925
Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A.Beck, 1929-2003
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House




Blessing of the Advent Wreath

L:

C:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
You call all nations to walk in your light

and to seek your ways of justice and peace,

for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near.
Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath.
Rouse us from sleep,

that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes
and welcome him into our hearts and homes,

for he is our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God forever.

Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

(Light the first candle. During the candlelighting, we’ll sing the first verse.)

Tew Family



Christmas [s Coming
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bring o carth's  dark - ness the hope of love  and light.
2 The second for the prophets, 5 At last we light the candle

who said that Christ would come
with good news for many
and angry words for some.

The third is for the Baptist,
who cried, ‘Prepare the way.
Be ready tor Jesus

today and every day.’

The fourth is for the Virgin,
who mothered God’s own Son
and sang how God’s justice
was meant for everyone.

The Greeting

IP:
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

kept new for Christmas day.
This shines bright for Jesus
new-born, and here to stay.

Christ is among us.

The candles in the ring
Remind us that our Saviour
Will light up everything.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy



Kyrie
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Salutation
IP:  The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

IP:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

"The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord'’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God



Psalm: Psalm 122 (R v1)
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“Let us g0 to  the house of the Lorp.”

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ! of the Lord. R
>For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
®Pray for the peace ! of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
’ Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8 For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
| pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
| will seek to | do you good.” R

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ's coming in the future.

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '>the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; "3let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '*Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God



Please stand, as you are able.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
Mel Kubik-Bondy
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The Gospel Reading

P:

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and
wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 3 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 3’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 3 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
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drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3°and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of
the Son of Man. “°Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4" Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 2 Keep
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. # Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: The gospel of the Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Time

The Message Pastor Michelle Manicke



Please stand, as you are able.
Hymn of the Day

436 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men

2 7Zi - on  Thears the watch-men sing - ing, and all her

3 Glo -1 - al Let heav’n a - dore you! Let saints and

i *
&g f =L 8§ - F-
7 P r # | I | I’ S | IP |
0 I
)

I I I N
on the heights are cry - ing;
heart with joy is spring-ing.
an - gels sing be-fore you,

S

a - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, at last
She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.

et . _ ; g;‘

71 i I I
7 1 t — = i I I o=
T T T l i "

() i |
)’ 4 [ | | { | 3 | |
—= | | | | -] g I |
ﬁ_ILG_—"_—_gﬁ-
7 e
Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of  pearl, twelve por - tals gleam - ing, lead us to
_ . 4l ”
e ————— ————

L

0 | |
<
E | I I o
thrill-ing cry re - joic - es:

grace, in truth vic - to - rious:
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“Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
her star is ris’n; her light is come.
with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite WACHET AUF

Music: Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

P M

10



N N | )
 a— | I : y A— | I :
- d [ | S . [ i
J e $ 4 :
A O 4 4
The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
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Al - le - lu - ial Rise and pre-pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - nal Oh, hear the call!l Come one, come all,
of such glo - ry. There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
i s - — sl
aum = | '
- ¢ = =
T I T
9 | I i |
- S —
e e % & 3§ o
o
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The Prayers of the People
(The petitioner will say, “God of grace”; the congregation will respond with “hear our
prayer.”)

Sharing the Peace of Christ
P: On the count of 3, let’s all say together, “The peace of Christ be with you always!”
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Please be seated.
The Offering

Please take a moment of silent prayer to consider the many needs and to give thanks for the blessings you've
received from God. Ask God to guide you in discerning how you can share some of the gifts God has entrusted to
you. (Perhaps you'll feel moved to call someone, to write a card, or to make an extra donation in support of
ministries making a difference in our wider community, so that they can continue to bring light and life to our
neighbors in need.)

The Offertory

Please stand, as you are able.
The Offering Hymn

929 Blessed Is the One
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Music: Nathan Houge, b. 1977 108 108

Music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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Offering Prayer

A:

C:

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world

signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

nNvovNo

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise

The Proper Preface

P:

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and
praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ, whose coming the prophets and John the
Baptist announced with great joy, and so with the church on earth, all creation, and
the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy

Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution

[P:

Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again

in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us

and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,

increase our hope,

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.
Invitation to Communion
P: Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Lamb of God
Lamb of God
Mel Kubik-Bondy
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The Distribution

Instructions for those communing online/in their homes:

Please take a minute to wash your hands if you'll be touching the bread or cup and offering it to
another person.

As you are offering bread to another, say these words: “The body of Christ, given for you.”

As you are offering the wine or grape juice, say these words: “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”

Communion Hymns

252 Each Winter As the Year Grows Older
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1 Each win-ter as the year grows old - er, we each grow old - er,
2 When race and class cry out for trea-son, when si - rens call for
3 Yot I be-lieve be-yond be - liev - ing that life can spring from
4 So e -ven as the sun is turn - ing to jour-ney to the
5 O Child of ec-sta-sy and sor-rows, O Prince of peace and
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too. The  chill sets in a lit - tle cold - er; the
war, they o - ver-shout the voice of rea - son and
death, that growth can flow -er from our griev - ing, that
north, the liv - ing flame, in se - cret burn - ing, can
pain, bright - en to - day’s world by to - mor - row’s, re
IL£ : ! JI ! N ! |
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ver - 1 - ties we Kknew seem shak-en and wun - true.
scream till we ig - nore all we held dear be - fore.
we  can catch our breath  and turn trans - fixed by  faith.
kin - dle on the earth and  bring God’s love to  birth.
new our lives a - gain; Lord Je - sus, come and reign!

Text: William Gay, b. 1920, alt.
Music: Annabeth Gay, b. 1925
Text and music © 1971 United Church Press
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245 Creator of the Stars of Night
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1 Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, your peo-ple’s ev - er -
2 When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in
3 At  your great name, O Je - sus, now all knees must bend, all
4 Come in your ho - ly might, we pray, re-deem us for e -
5 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, and God the Spir - it,
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last - ing light, O Christ, re - deem -er of us all,
splen - dor  bright, not  as a mon-arch, but the child
hearts must bow: all things on earth with one ac - cord,
ter - nal day; de - fend us while we dwell be - low
Three in  One, praise, hon - or, might, and glo - ry be
0|
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we pray you hear us when we call
of Mar -y, bless - ed moth - er mild.
like those in heav’'n, shall call you Lord.
from all as-saults of our dread foe.
from age to age e - ter - nal - ly. A - men.
Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt. CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM

Music: Plainsong mode IV
Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund

Please stand, as you are able.
The Post-Communion Blessing

Lm

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s

grace.
C: Amen

Closing Prayer:
A: God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.
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The Sending Blessing

IP:  May God who comes among us,
Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

C: Amen.
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Please stand, as you are able.
Sending Hymn

949 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
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2 Dark-er mid - night  lies be - fore us, dark - er
3 lﬁo the ;mm -ing  soon is break - ing, lo, the
4 Keep y-‘:_@_l_"‘ amps trimmed and hu/r:l/___-__ ing, keep your
Y g —8— 5 =F—Pp—p P
P i I = i i H f —1 !
0 b
ﬂ.‘_lb_ = j/f r_ 1 | i | M | 1 1 |
lamps ~ trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your lamps
mid - night  lies be - fore us, dark -er mid - night
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lamps trimmed and burn - ing, keep your lamps
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trimmed and  burn - ing, for this work’s  al - most  done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s  al - most  done.
soon is  break - ing, for this work’s  al - most done.
trimmed and  burmn - ing, for this work’s  al - most done.
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Text: African American spiritual KEEP YOUR LAMPS
Music: African American spiritual rreulas
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chil-dren, don’t  grow wea - ry, for this work’s al-most done.
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The Dismissal

IP:  Goin peace. Do not lose heart.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Thank you to our Worship Servers

Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Pianist

Lector

Song Leader

Sunday School Teacher
Greeters

Jeanne Doversberger
Mary Wintermantel

Mel Kubik

Dan Ogborn

Worship Team

Connie Tye

Janet Jeffries, Nancy Mohr

Altar Care Marie and Jerry Rothi
Sound Paul Rothi
AV Technician Anne Manicke
Altar Flowers ZLCW
Last Week’s Stats & Goals
Attendance

November 16, 2025 7Avera o Income Goal Over/Short
This Week to Date 67 $3,326 $5,000 -$1,674
This Month to Date 75 $15,004 $15,872 -$868
This Year to Date 75 $242,257 $238,922 $3,335

Restricted Building Fund $0 Cumulative for 2025 $13,807

To support our building fund---giving must be designated “Building Fund.”

Thank you for your prayerfully considered gifts

For those interested in giving electronically, you can scan the QR Codes below

..... &

E]

Special Giving

E] E,

Building Fund

of

General Fun
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Looking Ahead

You Can Also Find The Calendar at https://zoarlutheran.org/calendar

Date Time Activity
Sunday: 11/30 9:15-10:15am Adult Forum: Kindness Room
10:30-11:30am  First Sunday of Advent Worship Service: Sanctuary
12-1pm Congregational Listening Session #2
1:30-2:30 pm Ordinary Men Rehearsal: Sanctuary
Monday: 12/1 Pastor’s Day Off
1-3pm Knotty Loopers (Knitting & Crochet): Patience Room
Tuesday: 12/2 5-6:00 pm Community Dinner: Narthex and Kitchen
6:30 - 7:30 pm Evangelism Leadership Team: Zoom
7-8pm Groupo La Frontera (Spanish language AA): Kindness Room
Wednesday: 12/3 9-12:30 m Sewing Circle: Generosity Room
11 -6 pm Music Ministries: Sanctuary
6 - 6:45 pm Advent Soup Supper: Narthex
7:00 - 8:00 pm Advent Worship Service: Sanctuary
7-8pm Groupo La Frontera (Spanish language AA): Kindness Room

Thursday: 12/4

10:30-11:30am

Bible Study with Pastor Michelle

12-7:30 pm Music Ministries: Sanctuary
7-8:30 pm Ladies Bible Study: Zoom
Friday: 12/5 7-8pm Groupo La Frontera (Spanish language AA): Kindness Room
Saturday: 12/6
Sunday: 12/7 9:15-10:15am Adult Forum: Kindness Room
9:15-10:15am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal - Speaking Parts: Sanctuary
10:30-11:30am  Second Sunday of Advent Worship Service: Sanctuary
12: -1 pm Fellowship Time: Narthex
12 -1:30 pm Congregation Annual Meeting: Sanctuary
1:30-3 pm Confirmation: Kindness Room

Long-term Monthly Scheduled Activities:

First Tuesday of every month

Monday prior to each Church Council Mtg.
Second Tuesday of every month

Second Thursday of every month

Third Wednesday of every month

Fourth Tuesday of every month

Last Friday of every month (3 Fri in Nov &

Dec)

6:30-7:30 pm Evangelism Team Mtg. - Zoom

7-8pm Property & Management - In person @ Zoar
7 -8:30 pm Church Council Mtg. - Zoom

1-2pm Youth & Education Mtg. - In person @ Zoar
7:30-8:30 pm Technology Task Force: Zoom

7 -8:30 pm Executive Council Mtg. - Zoom

9-10:30am Breakfast Group: Jarboe’s Grill in Canby
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